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NEWS LETTER SPRING TERM 1961
Dear Parents,
At this time of year, Christmas with its decorations, school parties, nativity plays and dances, seem a long way behind.  All that remain are the bills (too true) and the memory of Mr. Brooker being doused with cold water!
But a little extra pressure on our memory system will bring to mind other details of this particularly happy season.
The old boys and old girls (what an unfortunate phrase that is) who came to their special Christmas Social.  How good it was to see them looking so grown up — and at least outwardly - prosperous and happy!
Some are still attending evening and 'day-release' classes to further their education and obtain worthwhile qualifications.  Others have already found 'snags' in the jobs they chose.  Promotion chances are negligible.      
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Appointments are limited.  The work is deadly dull, conditions are poor.  These boys and girls are finding out what we adults have learned and come to accept through our working lives.  Life outside of school is not sheltered. Competition for the best jobs is keen.  The highest pay does not always go to the most skilled worker.  Good wages are often paid for doing dull, repetitive tasks.
Children leaving school are faced with one of the most difficult changes in their lives.  The choice they make is going to influence their mode of life for the next 50 years! The times they get up, the clothes they wear, the people they mix with, their opportunities for sport and further education, the holidays they will enjoy, the day-time meals they eat, their standard of health and of course the enjoyment or otherwise they derive from their daily tasks over the rest of their lives.  All these conditions depend upon their choice of career.
Girls are no longer exempt from the importance of this choice on the grounds that they are going to get married within a few years anyway.  More and more mothers and wives have discovered the need or desire to work even though married and how many of them have wished that they had learned a trade
or become qualified in some way!
So resolve now to take a special interest in the future of your child.  Don't just say "ah well the Youth Employment people will fix him up" - they may not be able to.
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You see, we in the Wakering area are badly situated concerning employment.  First of all, nearly all our children look to Southend for a job - yet the Southend Youth Employment Bureau is not directly concerned with children from our school. Their task is with the children of the Borough.
Then again, employment opportunities, particularly for boys' apprenticeships are very limited in this area.  In commerce too, girls are frequently unable to consider the numerous well paid jobs of the London area because of the travelling difficulties.
These then are the snags.  What can be done about them?
Well 1.  Don't leave discussion about careers until the last moment - BUT don't be too discouraged if you receive "I don't know"
V
as an answer from your child when it's first breached.
2.
Sort out broad categories of employment,
e.g. Indoor, Outdoor, Manual or 'brainy',
Skilled or Unskilled.  A shop? - what
kind?  Find out what qualities or
qualifications are required by 
poential employers.  Can your child 
obtain them?
3. Send to the school to borrow some career books or pamphlets.
4. Read the local press to see what jobs are being offered school leavers.
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5.  Are there any jobs in your firm which are suitable?  Or perhaps your neighbours or relations can help. 
6.  If in doubt - ASK!

Think too of getting the best possible preparation for your child.  Is he or she really ready at 15 to leave. Would they benefit by an extended course?
These are matters for your judgement and your conscience.  In most parts of Essex 40 out of every 100 Secondary Modern pupils are NOT leaving school at 15.  Their parents have decided that the MINIMUM is not good enough for their children.  What about you?
EXAMINATIONS
Here are the results of the late entries we made in the R.S.A. Stage 1 Examination in November last.
5 entries were made:
Passed with credit:  David Bailey
Passes:
Valerie Summers
David Freeman James Templeton
'Mock' or trial examinations for the R.S.A. and G.C.E. Examinations to determine our final entries in June and July are being held this week.  About 148 individual entries are expected.
SPORT
Our Junior Netball team met the team from King John's
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Secondary School in the final and defeated them.  They are therefore the Junior Champion team of this Division. The players were:
Christine Witton        Michele Bradley
Cynthia Witton
      Jean Whiffen
              Adrianne Ellis         Ann Martin
 Winifred Brierly
Cur Cross Country team have met Fairfax Secondary Boys (winners of the Southend Championships) 3 times.  They beat them twice and drew once.
The regular runners in our 3 teams, whether in the No.l team or not, have shown a great deal of determination and 'guts' throughout the training season when they have run in frightful conditions and have even travelled as far afield as Swindon, to the Park Grammar School where they defeated the home team. These boys have brought great credit to the school.  They are:-
            C. Broomfield             S.
Brown
             P. Cerson
                  R. Grindrod
T. Dobson                 J.
Debus
T. Williams
F. Layzell
              W. Sloane



J. Halfhide
G. Haines
C.
Mead
R. Gransden
B.
Cerson
             C. Appleyard



D. Beadell
M. Gooch
C.
Napper
M. Salmons
R.
Morgan
             G. Pinkney
       
J. Murrell
 M.
 Galley
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INTERHOUSE CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
	
	Juniors
	
	Seniors

	1.
	Blue
	37
	Green  27

	2.
	Yellow
	52
	Red 61


	3-4-
	Green Red
	59 76
	Blue 65
Yell 87


1st. G. Wilkinson
1st.
J. Halfhide
overall 4th
2nd.
C. Mead
2nd. C. Broomfield
3rd.
B. Cerson
3rd. C. Appleyard
4th.
A. Collins
4th. C. Dew
EMMA AND GEORGE
No, this is not the story of some romance but is instead the story of two cars which have been enrolled at the school to provide some practical experience in some simple car maintenance for some older boys.  Emma is a 1937 Morris 8 bought for the enormous sum of £4 and George is a large pre-war Wolseley - the gift of Mr. Vickery from the Service garage.
NEVER TOO LATE
It's never too late to make a decision concerning your career. I've often 'preached' this to our senior pupils and a week or so ago several pupils took me at my word.
2 boys who previously had far different ideas have finally decided that a Chef's life is the one for them and have now joined our Catering course.
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Three others - boys again - want an art training to help fit themselves for employment with, an art bias, such as poster artists window dressers commercial artist in advertising or printing and yet another wants the training to equip himself better as a hairdresser of the future!
PROGRESS IN THE POTTING SHED!
You will remember, I expect, that the commercial group is now based in the Potting Shed because of lack of accommodation elsewhere.  It has not unduly affected the progress of the group however which has scored the following recent successes?
1st Year
Name
Jacqueline Morris       Typewriting 26 w.p.m.
Jennifer Berry          Typewriting 24 w.p.m.
2nd Year
Name                  Shorthand       Typewriting
Kathleen Davey
80 w.p.m.
51 w.p.m.
Margaret Sutton
50 w.p.m.
30 w.p.m.
Evelyn Walton
-
30 w.p.m.
Jennifer Shinn
50 w.p.m.
21 w.p.m.
Mary Topley
-
21 w.p.m.
UNSELFISH
Modern children are frequently labelled 'selfish', 'lacking in consideration', and so on and on. I can well remember my own older relatives referring to my generation in
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exactly the same way.
As far as our children are concerned however, it just isn't so.  Thoughtless?, yes occasionally. Forgetful?, yes frequently.  But selfish? NO.
These are the donations sent away since Christmas by the children of this school.
Spastics
£2
T.B. after care
£4
Polio
£2
 Congo Relief
£9. 5s. 0d.
National Childrens Homes
£27 approx.
Fair enough?
Quite honestly, I think that we are fortunate in our Senior children of this village.  They are not all perfect and some of them are downright irritating, but taken as a whole, they are a decent, likeable lot.  And it's still true you know, that the foundation of character and behaviour is laid in the home.  Show me a bad child, and I'll show you a bad home (and it's not always a poor one either).  But from the assessment which I have made above, it is obvious that the good ones far outnumber the bad ones.  Long may it be so!.
Yours sincerely,
J. R. Prince,
Headmaster.
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SUPPLEMENT
A BUREAU OF STATISTICS AND ODD FACTS (Established by the Maths. Department)
Few people deny the importance of the acquisition of a basic knowledge of Mathematics, and few people are unimpressed when confronted with figures.  There is something so final, convincing and uncompromising about them that they settle arguments, often decide the courses of our lives.  The truth is that all statistics are suspect and some explanation of their compilation is necessary before we can gauge their accuracy and understand their full meaning.  As Disraeli said - "there are lies, damn lies, and there are statistics".
Quite recently a bureau of statistics was established in the school and various surveys have been carried out. The enquiries were conducted by the children and they also worked out the mathematical processes, through which the following interesting facts were elicited. 
A Survey of Soap Powders and Detergents
Each child had 2 choices of soap powders/detergents used in the home and a total of 420 answers were given representing a possible population of nearly 1000.
	Brand
	Order of
	No.
	% of total

	
	Popularity
	Using
	used

	Persil
	1st
	160
	38%

	Tide
	2nd
	67
	15.9%

	Omo
	3rd
	65
	15. 4%


* Brand X was a non-starter.
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A Survey of Weights and Measures with Total tonnage of boys and girls in the school
Boys






Girls
	Age
	Class
	Average Weight st. Ibs.
	Average
Height ft. ins.
	Average Weight st. Ibs.
	Average 
Height ft. ins.

	11-12
	1A
	6  12 1/2
	4  101/2
	6  5 1/2
	4  5 1/2

	
	IB
	6  9
	4  8
	5  11
	4  4

	12-13
	2
	6  12
	4  9 1/2
	8  1
	4 11 1/2  111/2

	
	2A
	6  9
	4  9
	7  7 1/2
	4  11

	13-14
	3A
	8  11
	5  3 1/2
	7  3 3/4
	5  2

	
	3B
	7  5
	5  2
	7  7 1/2
	4  7

	14-15
	4
	7  8
	5  1
	7 13 1/2 131/2
	4  6 1/2

	
	4A
	8  -
	5  4 1/2
	7 1 1/2
	5  3 1/2

	15-16
	5
	7  10
	5  6
	8  7
	5  4



Total Weight of boys: 5 tons, 6 cwt, 1 qr. 11 lbs. 8 oz
Total Height: (placed end to end) 200 yards.
Average Weight: 6 stones 13 lbs.
Average Height: 5 ft.
Total Weight of girls: 5 tons, 13 cwt, 1 st. 6 lbs. 8 oz
Total Height (placed end to end) 147 yards Average Weight: 8 stone, 2 ¾lbs.
Average Height: 4 ft. 10 ¾ inches.
The heaviest class (boys)    4A
The heaviest class (girls)   4A
Total tonnage in school: 10 tons, 19 cwt. 4 st. 4 lbs.
The heaviest pupil weighs: 14 stone.
The tallest pupil measures: 5 ft 11 inches.
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A Survey on Smoking
The survey was undertaken on behalf of the School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene of London University.  The pupils again carried out the necessary questioning and received these confessions.
1. Number of pupils asked
215
2. Total percentage of regular smokers 28.8%
3.  Total Average Numbers smoked        5
4.  Percentage of girls smoking      13%
5.   Percentage of boys smoking        44.4%
Weather Statistics I960 (Submitted by the Geography Department) Rainfall Average for Great Wakering 19.8" Total rainfall for I960 32.18" How this rainfall was distributed throughout the year
	January
	3.13
	

	February
	1.09
	

	March
	1.55
	

	April
	1.3
	

	May
	1.37
	As the months went by

	June
	2.09
	the summer became

	July
	2.39
	progressively wetter.

	August
	3.37
	

	September
	4.42
	

	October
	6.26
	

	November
	3.27
	

	December
	1.94
	


Is an early holiday indicated in these figures?
- 13 -
What of temperatures?
Mean Average Maximum temperatures throughout the year show June and August as the most favourable months.
Jan. 41.5°; Feb. 46°; March 50.5°; April 58.8°;
May 59.2°; June 69.6°; July 68.4°; August 69.1°;
Sept. 65.20; Oct. 52.5°; Nov. 47.3°; Dec. 43.5°. What does 1961 hold in store?
Rainfall for January is far below last years – 3.13 ins.
January 1961 - Rainfall 1.52 ins.
Average Maximum Temperature 41.4°f.
Lowest temperature recorded this year: 22°f. on 26/27th January.
Figures in this Survey of local weather were compiled by
first year pupils led by Graham Wilkinson assisted by Diane
Beadell.

The School Weather Station is run by the Geography Department of the School.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20/22nd February,    Half Term
24th February, 7-Opm. Social and Dance
7th March
School Photographer
9th March
Summer Leavers' Interviews
15th March, 4.0pm      A Rummage Sale
22nd March
Second Admission Exam. (1st)
Possible Closure.
24th March, 7.0pm.   Social and Dance»
5th April   School party departs for 8 days on Continent.
